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Kabul in the Chitral imbroglio. 


( 250 ) 
I.—PotiTicAL AND FoREIGN. 


1: The Tuti-i-Hind (Meerat), of the 12th May, observes that the Chitral 
| ; affairs are a perfect puzzle. Amir-ul-Mulk, who my. 
dered Nizam-ul-Mulk, the weak Mehtar of Chitral 
is said to be a man of no brains. If so, he must 
have committed the murder not of his own accord 
but at the instance of somebody else. _ Again, the simultaneous escape of Sher 
Afzal from Kabul, his allying himself with Amir-ul-Mulk and asking Umra Khan 
to come to his succour, do not appear to have been mere accidents, but the outcome 
of some deep-laid plot that must have taken some considerable time ‘to brew. It 
may be that the Amir of Kabul was the wire-puller of the events that have taken 
place in Chitral. He might have persuaded Sher Afzal and Umra Khan to brin 
about the death of Nizam-ul-Mulk first and then try to turn the English out of 
Chitral.. What. would Government do if the Amir is found to have really had a 
If His Highness surrenders Umra Khan to (oy. 
ernment he was most probably not concerned at all in the affairs. If on the other 
hand, he declines to give him up,. his complicity in Chitral must be taken for 
certain ; for that will imply that he is afraid to part with him lest he should cop. 
municate to Government the part His Highness played in Chitral, “By 
Sher Afzal, who has already been ‘secured by Government, must al-~o be able to 
impart much useful information to Government. - woh cet: 


Suspected complicity of the A mir of 


2. The Anés-i-Hind (Meerut), of the 11th May, referring to the Chitral 

affairs, is not able to understand why the British 
Government continues te regard the Amir of Kabul,. 
in spite of his ‘various acts of hostility, to be its faith- 
ful ally, while it refuses to trust the Mahérdja of 


Chitral and the Mahiréje of Kashmir. 


Kashmir, who has given repeated proofs of his true loyalty on all emergeneies. It. 


need not be told here how the Maharaja of Kashmir rendered Government help 
in the Hunza and Nagar affairs. In the present Chitral campaign too His High- 
ness has spared neither his men nor money in assisting the Government, and the 


' guecess which has attended the British expedition in Chitral is due chiefly to the 


aid of His Highness and that of the Khan of Dir. The object of the expedition has 
now. been gained, but.as Government cannot possibly trust.the present (acting) 
Mehtar of Chitral, it cannot confirm him. Would it not be well for Government 
to divide Chitral equally between the Maharaja of Kashmir and the Khan of Dir? 
In doing this, Government will both be rewarding its two faithful allies for their 
valuable services and settling the country in a manner that is likely to give 
Government trouble no more hereafter. The Government might also take the 
present opportunity to restore, in consideration of his recent services and steadfast 
loyalty, to the Mahdrdaja of Kashmir the full sovereign powers he enjoyed before. 


3. The Zamdnah (Cawnpore), of the 16th May, referring to the promise 


which the Secretary of State for India has made, to the. 


Dr. Robertson and the Chitral im. effect that while recommending the “ heroes of Chitral’ 
mange. to Her Majesty (for reward), he would not forget the 
services of Dr. Robertson acd another officer, ironically 

observes that the Doctor really deserves to be rewarded with a title, but that 
it willbe the first instance of a man obtaining a title for “ committing a blunder.” — 


4. The same paper, stating, on the authority of another newspaper, that the 
Chitral imbroglio has already cost the Indian Govern- 
ment some two crores of rupees, says that in these 
hard days of financial pressure and distress this heavy 
expenditure will cause the hearts of the Indians to 

y obtain .some convincing proof and assurance that this 

om the scare of a possible foreign invasion on its north- 

ears to come. ; 


5. The Oudh Punch (Lucknow), of the 9th May, publishes a humourous 
advertisement, headed “ Wanted a Mehtar,” which 's 
subscribed “the Governu:ent of India.” (Here 1s 4 


Ind; play on the word mehtar, which means a “‘ sweeper "in 
ndia, though a great man or chief.in Persia and Afghanistan.) The Mehtar (io 
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. . Darsia) is required to be 4 strong man,.so that he maybe able to sweep 
India, eh gg of  ebaliiotia; disturbances, intrigues, &c. _ For brooms, he will 
od well supplied with Martini-Henries, Sniders and Maxim rifles to discharge 
ye autiea with efficiency. He will atthe same time be relieved of the duties of 
soditig to commodes and dogs, and if-he does his work satisfactorily, the Govern- 
at of India will also provide him with heaps of silver and gold. : 


6. The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 10th May, io an article, headed “ The fatare 
| 1 of Chitral,” observes that as the Khan of Dir has 


om : rendered very valuable services to Government in the | 


_.__. . Chitral imbroglio, it would not perhaps be amiss to 
reward him by making him the Mehtar of that country. No doubt there are other 
Jaimants to the Mehtarship, and Government will of course weigh well their 
respectlV e claims. 


”. A correspondent of the Oudh Punch (Lucknow), of the 9th May, humour- 

ee - ° ously remarking that he does not understand what 
vit of the second son of the Amir of Cbarm the rude barbarians of Afghanistan possess 
Kavcl to England = Soe te ae that they easily make Englishmen, highly. civilised 
a enenamat during his passage and clever as they are, part with their wits and com- 
through India. tae ply with their wishes, whether reasonable or not, says 

ae that the Amir of Kabul has certainly acted with: 
entumely towards the British Government. He received an invitation from Her 
Majesty the Queen-Empress herself to pay a visit to England. After making various 
excuses of bad health, &c., for a long time, he did not after all himself comply with 
the request, but has now simply sent his second son to England. If the Amir 
himself was unwilling to go to England, there was no need for Government to 
accept the visit of his second son instead.’ The Indian Government has, moreover, 
been very lavish in its hospitality to the Prince in India, as much as Rs. 22,000 or 


- 


Rs, 24,000 being assigned for his food expenses alone. Surely it was a folly on the © 


part of Government to expend Indian money so extravagantly, especially when the 
inancial condition of the country was so very low. It is expenses like these that 


send the Indian Financial Minister.out of his “ coat” (senses) at the time of prepar- 
ing his yearly budget. | | | 


8 The Zamdnah (Cawnpore), of the.16th May, stating that even the London 
Pe detain eisitien, Times has now joined other English journals in 
eee denouncing the atrocities which the Turks are alleged 

to have committed on the Christians in Armenia, says that the fact is that the 


hristian powers in Europe have long since been meditating to drive the Turks out. 


of that country. There have, however, been two parties among them, the one hold- 
ing less violent views .on the subject being opposed to the idea. . It is feared. that 
unless England, her people being prosper: us, and having got the vicious habit of 


spy with others’ affairs, especially during the time of a Liberal Government, 
wi ) 


ely to grow very complicated and formidable. 


9. The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa), of the 15th May, referring to the preva- 
eT a a Ora an lence of famine in the Saugor and Damoh districts in 
for the relief 7 eee the Central Provinces, states that this famine extends 
eetain parts of his'dominiom, 0. Certain parts of the dominions of the Mahdrdja 
immediate t bila Scindia as well. But His Highness has taken 
13 tahsild teps to afford relief to the famine-stricken people. He has ordered 
ing three.{> ts in the affected area to open houses where cooked food, bread weigh- 
@ hag f 9 ths and dal one-fourth of a seer, should be given to the suffering people. 
p as i" promised the cultivators to make them takdvi advances, and suspend 
sch prom y 0 arrears of revenue due by them. Under the British Government 
report on *. measures are out of the question. The village patw4:i submits a weekly 
® prope € condition of the people to higher authorities, which, passing through 
Per revenue channels, reaches the Government three months after. 


*°. The Almor a Akhbdér, of the-13th May, laments that though the Indian 
Newib of Bhiwal - chiefs bave lost their freedom.and. become subject to 
‘of Bhiwalpar, a foreign rule, they do not yet give up their debauchery 
| and shake off their indifference to State affairs. The 

68 
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ancient Hindu kings were not so addicted to luxury. It.is the Miu 
in India who first contracted the habit of excessive indulgence in luxu 
ments: and the Hindu rulers, taking their cue from them, have quite outatrie, 

them in those matters. The great pity is that though the chiefs see with their Own 
eyes how their one brother chief is divested. of his sovereign powers to day 
another to morrow for his vicious habits and maladministration, yet they continue 
to be entirely occupied with their luxuries, caring not a bit if their State ‘Pia 
to the dogs.. The: writer woud; at this time, specially warn the Naw4b r 
Bhéwalpur; who, ever since he married a European lady, has become a slave t, 
luxury and pomp, while allowing allt-sorts of mismanagement and disorder to creep 
into his State.- His subjects are dissatisfied and ‘have asked the Government of 
India to come to their help. Surely the Nawab ought to bear in mind the énibie 
that have. just led to the withdrawal of administrative powers from the Mahérdia of 
Bharatpur. . eT eee 


salmén rulers 
ry and AM Use. 


er nag in ong 11. The Nizdm-ul-Mulk (Moradabad), of the 16th May, says that it is not a 
eas me _ fact, as the Hindustdnt of Lucknow has asserted, thit 
roe the Nawab of Rémpur has not got really able mén abou 
Rampur. State. re 


Ut, ft 
| fear : Heo 
him, and that the administration of the Stat ane 


el 

esa satisfactory. The Members of Council, “epecially 
Sahebzada Hamid-uz-Zafar Khan and Maulvi Zain-ul-Abdin, who have been 
Deputy Collector and Sub-Judge réspectively under the Indian Governime nt, ‘are 
men’ of marked ability and intelligence. There sre other officials in the State who 
are equally able and good-intentioned men. Improvement in tha administr fon 
is visible in all directions. Kules'and regulations have been framed for the warkitg 
of every department. he condition of cultivators has been much improved, and 
the revenues of the State are increasing. The police arrangement is very satisfac- 
tory, and the number of serious offences has much diminished. The Pathan residents 
in the State, who are notorious for their turbulent nature, are kept so well under the 
thumb that it has been possible to effect the improvements mentioned above. His 
Highness the Nawab himself is a well educated and intelligent man, and takes a 
deep interest in the affairs of his Stite. Improvements, in short, continue to be 


steadily made in all those directions in which the late General Azim-ud-din Khan 
had made a commencement. gee ee 
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a tar 180th - -.12. The Ants-t-Hind (Meerut), of the 11th May, states that a yagya, ot 

| sacrifice, has recently been performed. in the State of 

Pres ag mp pagpeni rahe kun Kishengarh. Nine goats had been bought two months 
garh State. previously and pampered for the occasion by being fed 

: on sweetmeats ‘in place of forage. On the day fixed 

for the sacrifice the goats were thoroughly washed with water, and then brought 


to the altar, where they were cruelly killed by being beaten with blows. This was 
surely outdoing even butchers! 


| I].—GerneraL ADMINISTRATION. 


HINDUSTAN. 


:18. The Hindustén (Kalakankar), of the 15th May, remarking that the 
15th May 1896. Beene a Indians have been noted for their devoted loyal ’ 
and t admit then inte ty Va their sovereign from time immemorial, points 0 
Corp ” ee ee. Te. how the Hindus of Peshawar and other places offered 
ee | | prayers and had their sacred b»oks recited for the 
success of the British arms in Chitral. The Hindu chiefs also readily offered aid 
to Government. The Dovra forces of the Mahdrdja of Kasbmir rendered splendid 

services to the relief expedition But itis a pity that even in the face of such devol 
Joy od of the Indians, some Anglo-Indians would not still trust them with/arm 
and allow them to enter the Volunteer Corps. However, when in the fullness? 
time, the Indians eome to be given back arms and educated in a military: gdlleg? 
in this country and enlisted as Volunteers, then the Indian Government, having? 
Whole Indian population armed and ready to fight: for it, will no longer cate ® 
bod any trouble or danger that might possibly arise on the north-we 
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| ‘arnagar correspondent, writing to the Hin/ustdni (Lucknow), of = Htrvustant. 

14. A —" : ng .the 1 Sth May, piss facts and. figures to show ee ia 
tga eases of, toe Western Prov- in spite of the construction of canals for irrigation pur- 

: a certain suggestions regarding §=©poses, and the supply of improved implements and good 

bat , _ seeds of various kinds of grain by Government, agricul- 

gts ‘ the North-Western Provinces instead of improving has been deterioratin 

pure: by year. This is due partly to the non permanency of the settlement ‘land 

- Lie én the paucity and weak physique of the bovine race with which 

oes tion ‘s carried on in India. It is a well established practice in the world that. 

res likes to invest his capital in any business unless he is sure he can reap the 

ay benefit derivable from hi3 investment. Itisthus clear that the periodical settle- 

8 of land by which Government claims a share of the profit of improved agri- 

‘eulture, must prevent a zamindar from investing money in improving the outturn 

‘of his zamindéri land. As regards weak cattle, the writer does not see wh 

hich reust be taken to be at lexast half as much interested in the 
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by 
temove one of the ‘thon Breas to improvement in agricuiture. 


15. The Anjuman i-Hind (Lucknow), of the 11th May, referring to the  AxsuMaw-t- Ime. 

he ae 7 7 es MPR eS ; a ° lith May 1895, 

extremely poor outturn of both the autumn and spring sine ce uaa 
Suggestion to postpone the recovery harvests owing to the excessive and untimely rains 
ot May instalment of revenue to June. during the last year, earnestly requests the Govern- 
ment to take pity on the distress of the cultivators 


and zamindérs, and issue orders postponing the recovery of the revenue instalment 
fur May to at least June. 


16. The Khurshed-i-Nanpéra, of.the 16th May, says that all the prosperity "¥cs#r>t-NAx- 
ae ae and plenty that Bengal enjoys is due to the perma- 16th May 1895. | 


‘4 S"seestion to make a permanent set- nent settlement of land there. Were a similar settle- 


eneut of land in Oudh. ment made in Oudh also this province would be- 
re come equally prosperous and happy in the space of 
short time. When there is no revision of settlement hanging over the heads of 


cebretors and landlords, both the parties do their best to improve the land and 
‘pail a as good an outturn of harvest as human labour and art can make it 
oh ae 0. | 2 | 


, M.A “plain speaker,” writing in the Hindustdéni (Lucknow’, of the 15th yg) Moy 1896. 
ae _ May, does not see why that paper, while naming in | 

bide Dee sot et Mr. Bishen Na- & previous issue (v¢de paragraph 19, page 217 of the 
“alive ea membeis of the het “Selections” for 1895), a number of suitable native 
_. “‘ovinees Legislative Council. gentlemen formemberships of the North-Western Prov- 
“of My. Bish N ines Legislative Council, did not mention the names 
shea Mala v; an mt Dar, Barrister-at-Law of Lucknow, and Pandit Madan Mo- 
‘tbe 9 ya.ot Allahabad) as well. Nobody in the United Provinces is better fitted 


Hiph}e Member of the Legislative Council than these two gentlemen. ‘They are 

PY intellizent and ind : 

3 oftheir t ” oe 

ge; rue patriotism a 
més have become hous 


Same time fluent speaker 


ependent men. The whole country rings with the fame 
nd sympathy with their fellow-countrymen. Their very 
ehold words in every part of the country. They are at the 
s. They are, so to speak, the Mehtas, Surendro Naths and 
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Ananda Charlus of these Provinces, and the people will do well to return them 
their representatives to the Local Legislative Council if they really wish to derive 
some tangible benefit from that assembly, | ay , 


Hinpvstinxt. 18. The Ht ind ustdne (Lucknow), of the 15th May, expressing 
15th May 1895. : 3 


its approval 
abad High 
practitioners 
udh, observes 
tives, Some- 


ges and. pleaders 


of the costumes prescribed by the. Allah 

salad ‘aie Court for the Judicial Officers and legal 

oc ae ee certian ts ‘the in the North-Western Provinces and O 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh. that they were specially needed for the na 


times native Munsifs and Sub-Jud 
wear such dresses as are a disgrace to. their position. 


Nasfa-1-AGRA. 19. The Nastm-i-Agra, of the 15th May, complains that 
15th May 1895. 


the masonry bathing. 
| ghats on the bank of the Jumna at Agra are infested 
Dangerous tortoises on the bathing. With tortoises, which often bite the bathers, inflictip 
ghits at Agra, and alleged impressment’ gevere wounds on them. The writer knows from a 
= 9g ee personal experience of some 30 or 35 years that these 
| tortoises are very dangerous toman. They float near 
the ghéts because Hindus go and throw grain, &e., there to feed them, thinking it 
a meritorious act. Within the last two months alone the tortoises inflicted severe 
wounds on two bathers by their bite, and carrying away two others into the deep 
water, ate the entire flesh of their bodies of which bare Skeletons were dragged out 


by net. | 


Farriers, blacksmiths and carpenters have made themselves scarce at Agra, 


a rumour being afloat that they are to be impressed for being sent to the Chitral 
Expedition. | 2 | 


Aufe-t-Hivp. | 20. The Anés-2-Hind (Meerut), of the 11th May, states that the Municipal 
11th May 1895, Board, Amritsar, has recently issued a publie notice 
A complaint ugainst Municipal Board, INforming the people to wait for its orders six weeks 
Amritenr (Panjab). after they have applied for permission to build or 
repair a house. This is surely a most stupid order. 
If a portion of a man’s house has fallen and he has to wait six weeks before he can 
rebuild it, other portions might turmble down in the meantime, and he be put toa 
very great loss and inconvenience. The municipal authorities of Amritsar ought 
to see that they issue sensible orders, and would do well to withdraw the notice in 
question at once. a 
pg Rae 21, The Mehr-i-Nimroz (Bijnor), of the: t4th May, has heard that some 
, y 1895. | | : | : eee 
bad characters snatched away a nose-ring from a female 
oe oe ee a anes. $04 wn naving i i gree — - a 
le Toad leading from the railway passine along the road leading from the railway station 
pe telag ” ee ee ee to the town of Seohara, distriet Bijnor. The railway 
station is not far from the town, and arrangements 
should be made either to depute two chaukiddrs to escort passengers te and from 


the station, ortohght the road in question with, say, ‘our lanterns, the charge 
being debited to the chaukidéri tax fund. | 


TI1.—EpvucatTion. — 
HINDUSTAN. 


eg 22. The Hindustdni (Lucknow), of the 15th May, bitterly complaining of 
: — — | the enhancements which have been proposed ,to be 
: A soggestion regarding the enbance, —_ in bat “cs - ‘a th . high em. - 
colleges in the North Netere Pot colleges of the North-Western Provinces and Uudl 
— ee with effect from the 1st July next, observes that this 
oe will compel hundreds ef boys of poor parents to 
give Up their studies, and swell the number of indigent vagabonds or loafers. . 
Chere are only two Governmeut colleges in the United Provinces, the rest being 
Supported with the income of endowed funds, though aided by the Government at 
the same time. The fees are, however, tv be raised both in the Government and 
the aided colleges. Itis true that the tuition fee is high both in Bengal and the 
Panjab. But there are purely private colleges there as well which are not aid 
by Government, so that poor students receive education cheaply there. It is hig 
time that the rich people in the North-Western Provinces started private 
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24,7 eolleges and thereby enabled the sons of their poor countrymen to receive 
eatin. thers on moderate fees, In the eanlite the writer would most 


earnestly pray the North-Western Provinces Government to postporie evhaneing 


4.7 foes to some future time, or at least to exempt private aided institutions 
saa whe operation of the new scale of fees. | 


"98, The Almora Akhbér, of the. 13th May, complains that the question- 
COD agate aper on the Hindi book Patra Beohar in the 

lsint regarding the’ paper set last Middle English Examination, North- Western 
sna Hindi book in the ast sang Provinees and Oudh, contained questions on grammar 
ish Bsaninstion North- which were quite out of place, the book being the text 
en book showing specimens of papers dealt with in courts. 
The examiner will do well to think over the matter in marking answer papers. 


IV.—Rai.way. 


94, A correspondent of the Ants-i-Hind (Meerut), of the lith May, com- 
| coy that the speed of the passenger train run on 
Certain suggestions regarding the the putdna-Malwa Railway is very low and sug- 
fais ron on the Réjputina-Mélwa gests that it should be increased. The number. of 
Railways third class carriages attached to the train is, nat: 
adequate, and should be increased. The intermediate class carriage, which is at 
present attached to the mail train only, might also be attached to the passenger 
happens thab some passengers fail to obtain seats for want of accommodation, 
both in the passenger and the mail trains, to their very great inconvenience. 
This grievance of the people may be,removed by running an additional passenger 
train. 


25. The Hindustén (Kdélékankar), of the 16th May, has heard that on the 


17th ultimo some (native) passengers were stayin 

An Englishman ill-treating » number in the waiting-room at the Jhirya (Jhir?) Station 

vos Miwa Hailwoy. ™.~ (Réjputéna-Mdlwa Railway). A European, with. a 

es stick in hand, came there and ordered the passengers 

to go out of the waiting-room. Such of the passengers who had not any heavy 

luggage with them at once moved out of the room, but there were others who 

could not clear out with equal promptitude. Thereupon, the European gentleman, 

who could not brook the delay, began to freely lay on them with his stick. It pains 

one to see that the ill-treatment of natives by Europeans on the railway platforms 
and carriages is far from decreasing. 


V.—Loca anp MIscELLANEcus. 


26. The Cawnpore Gazette, of the 15th May, complains that streets, lanes 

- and bye-lanes at Cawnpore continue to be as dirty 

Unuatisfactory condition of lanes and 8 ever, no notice being taken of the complaints that 

avin ot Cawnpore. have repeatedly been made in itscolumns. The drains 

in the town are also very dirty and are never cleaned 

properly. The thing is that as no superior officer ever pays a visit to the interior 

parts of the town ; the municipal officers do not care at all for their conservancy. 

Cholera has already appeared and seems increasing, so that if greater heed is not 

a. ey to the sanitary condition of the town, the disease might assume a 
~~ 40TM1 

drains nor lanterns and ‘others which are not watered. at all. The bhatydras or 

inn-keepers in the sarai at Lothi Mohal burn rubbish and horse-dung, &c., and 


hereby corrupt the atmosphere of the surrounding place to the great inconve- 
mence of those residing in the sarai. 


. +, 2%. The Almora Akhbdr, of the 13th May, referring to the appointment of a 
& ius new Chaudhri (headman) for the grain market at 
ty PPcintonent of a new Chaud’ri in Amora, observes that if there was any real necessity | 


nen market, Almora, for dispensing with the services of the former Chaudhrz 


and appointing a new one, the selection should have 
69 


train to the advantage of both the passengers and the railway. It every day. 


2 
49 
- 


ALMORA AKHBAR. 
13th May 1895, 


Anfs-1-HInp. 
llth May 1896. 


HINDUSTAN, 
16th May 1895. 


 CaWNPORE GAZETTE 
15th Mav 1895. 


able shape. There are some streets in the town where there are neither — 


ALMOBRA AKHBAR. ~ 


13th May 1896. 
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been made after consulting with and taking the consent of the residents of ¢ 
The people do not seem to have been displeased with the work of the om 
Chaudhri, but it is said that the list of prices he supplied to Government offices 
was (often) found unsatisfactory, he giving rates at which articles were not procur- 
able. However, now that a new Chaudhri has been appointed he should be requ; 
to prepare the price list, not in his own way and independently, but in consultation 
with the majority of the traders in the bazér. Again, the traders, it is said, feel it 
a hardship to have to pay a fee to the Chaudhri. If so, the authorities might 
get the Chaudhri’s work done by every respectable trader by turns, withoy 
allowing him to take any fee. 


iia thin 98. Ihe Ants-i-Hind (Meerut', of the 11th May, states, on the authority of a 
ith May 1896. correspondent, that on the 1st idem a fire occurred in 
er ee Te the shop of a manufacturer of fireworks in the Mab. 

asain a teviitin th Shéhabad, MuUdganj Ba zar, at Shahabad, district Hardoi, danger. 

diatrict Hardoi. | ously burning two men, one of whom has alread 


: died. It. was fortunate that there was no wind blov.- 
ing at the time, or the cloth merchants’ bazar and the grain market, situated close 


by, would have been reduced to ashes. Surely the makers of fire-works ought nob 


to be allowed to keep their shops in the public bazdr, but assigned some place out- 
side it. 


ALLAHABAD : KUNJ VIHARI LAL, B.A., 
The 21st May 1895, } Off9. Govt. Reporter on the Vernacular Press of Upper India. 
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